Coagulopathy as a result of factor V inhibitor after exposure to bovine topical thrombin.
We describe a case of severe coagulopathy after mesenteric revascularization. Laboratory investigation results revealed the presence of plasma inhibitors of factor V believed to result from exposure to bovine thrombin used for intraoperative hemostasis. Vascular and cardiothoracic surgeons commonly use topical thrombin for surgical hemostasis, and many patients undergo multiple exposure. More patients likely have factor V inhibitors develop than has previously been realized, and this may account for some otherwise unexplained postoperative coagulation disorders. This report may alert surgeons to coagulation disturbances that can result from exposure to bovine thrombin and provide guidelines for diagnosis and management.